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WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER MY FIRST 
IMPRESSION OF HIM. HOW HE 
SMELLED OF STALE CIGARETTES 

AND AIR FRESHENER. 


= SSA 
| v [πα 

: AWN G (r; : 

PER ^as rmm = Ж 


—— 


ІҢ 


ONE MOMENT I WAS ы I WAS IN 

A SENIOR STUDENT THE EMPLOY 
AT THE ACADEMY, OF THIS MAN. 
AND THE NEXT... —- ( 


YOU NEED 
TO GET IN 
AND SIT ACROSS 
FROM HIM. 

QUICKLY! * 


Å vEDITOR'S NOTE: 
TRANSLATED 
FROM CHINESE. 





Ñ /) 1 І WAS LEAVING THE ONLY жүз 
7! | PLACE I HAD EVER LIVED, | -EXCUSE 
_ WITH A MAN I DID NOT KNOW. | 2 | МЕ, Är NOT å 


у жашна رط‎ 


|! FOR ALL INTENTS 
AND PURPOSES, 
I WAS HIS SLAVE. 


YOU ARE 
ACCOMPANYING 
ME TO AN 


I BELIEVE AWTI di EVENT THIS 
VOU'RE JUST THE 1 ° EVENING... 


RIGHT SIZE. 


| FOR HIM TO 
DO WITH AS 
HE PLEASED... 


„АМО YOU 
MUST WEAR 
APPROPRIATE 
ATTIRE. 


1 


| FOREVER. 
ប i — 


OH--ONE 
MORE THING, 


€> س — — — - - — اچ‎ = 7 
il OR PERHAPS MERELV UNTIL 
E. HE GREW BORED WITH ME. 


YOU WILL Es || BUT REGARDLESS OF 


NEED THIS | || THE FUTURE, ONE THING 
AS WELL. ٧ | WAS EMINENTLY CLEAR... 





THIS IS 
THE REST 
OF YOUR 
UNIFORM FOR 
TONIGHT, BUT DON'T 
OPEN UNTIL 


| I WOULD NOT BE 
| RETURNING HOME 
ANY TIME SOON. 
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NEVER 
APPEAR 
IMPRESSED. 


A SAVVY N 
OPPONENT WILL 
SEE THAT AS 
WEAKNESS! 


NOR 
SHOULD You REMEMBER 


ALL THAT I TELL 
EE YOU, IRIS, OR IT 
* COULD MEAN 
YOUR L/FE. 












I ADMIT NOW HOW DIFFICULT IT 
WAS TO JUST SIT AND STARE 
AT MY FEET WHILE ALL AROUND 
ME WERE WINDOWS REVEALING 
THE WORLD I HAD NEVER SEEN. 


Р м 
| APOLOGIES. MORE ТО 


Y IS THIS 
YOUR LIKING, 



















EXCUSE 
ME, SIR, I'LL 
JUST BE A 
MOMEN--. 











/ YOU ARE 
A SPECIAL 
ONE, IRIS. 


BUT I HAD NO INTENTION OF 
FEELING MY NEW EMPLOYER'S 
CANE AGAIN IF I COULD HELP IT. 


NOT THAT 
COLOR. I PONT 


WANT HER 
LOOKING 
LIKE 4 
HARLOT. 
















AND 
TIE THOSE 
EXTENSIONS 
BACK--JUST 
LIKE THAT. 


PERFECT. 
YOU MAY 
TAKE YOUR 





EXQUISITE. À 
PERFECT FIT. 


MY FIRST ` 


< GIFTS TO 
Q YOU, IRIS. 


NOW 
COME CLOSER 
AND STAND UP 

STRAIGHT. LET 
ME SEE YOU. 


PLEASE REMAIN 
IN YOUR SEATS FOR 
THE REMAINDER OF THE 
FLIGHT AS WE BEGIN 
OUR DESCENT INTO 
HONG KONG. 





YOU'LL NEVER KNOW 

THEM, IRIS. ALL OF WHEN YOU MIGHT ENCOUNTER 
THEM, NO MATTER HOW THEM AGAIN AND UNDER WHAT 
INNOCUOUS THEY SEEM. KNOW CIRCUMSTANCES. TODAY'S 

THEIR NAMES, THEIR SPOUSE'S BEST FRIEND MAY STAB YOU 

YOU WILL BE MEETING NAMES, THEIR FAVORITE DRINKS, IN THE BACK TOMORROW. 

MANY PEOPLE TONIGHT: PARTY PERCEIVED WEAKNESSES AND, IT IS 
OFFICIALS, CEOs OF CORPORATIONS MOST IMPORTANTLY, THE WAY OF 
BASED AROUND THE WORLD, FOREIGN THEIR DEMEANOR TOWARD THINGS. 
DIGNITARIES AND PERHAPS EVEN „ ME..AND YOU. 
SOME CELEBRITIES. 


THIS 
NIGHT IS VERY 
IMPORTANT 


TO ME, IRIS. TO 


WELCOME, 
MR. CHING. 


RELIABLE SOURCES ( 
HAVE NOTIFIED ME THAT | АМО 
АМ АТТЕМРТ WILL BE MADE WHO MIGHT I 
ON MY LIFE TONIGHT, BUT I ASK IS YOUR 
LACK THE KNOWLEDGE GUEST? 
OF WHO AND WHY. 0 


REMAIN EVER 
VIGILANT. MY LIFE 
IS NOW IN YOUR 

HANDS. 





_ I MUST ADMIT THAT, AT FIRST, IT 
WAS A BIT DIFFICULT TO CONTAIN 
MY SENSE OF WONDER IN THE 

4 . THE 


NOT EVEN THE THREAT OF MY 
EMPLOYER'S IRE WAS ENOUGH 
TO PREVENT ME FROM STARING 











INDEED, 5 2 E THANK 

A WISE > YOU, SIR. 

INVESTMENT. f ~ — 
MISTER 


YES, I 
BELIEVE YOU'LL 
GET AT LEAST 
TWENTY YEARS 

OUT OF THIS 


FORTUNATELY THE ACADEMY TRAINED ME 

TO EXPECT TO BE TREATED LIKE LIVESTOCK, τ = 

SO HIS COMMENTS WERE NOT OFFENSIVE UNFORTUNATELY, I HAD NO IDEA 
| МЕ, UNC 2 і THAT WAS JUST THE BEGINNIN 


THE I S HU, ONS... 


THERE 
YOU ARE, 
CHING! 





MISTER 
YEE. I DIDN'T 
REALIZE YOU 
WERE INVITED 


AH, CHING. 
ENTERTAINING AS 


| WHILE THEIR DIALOGUE SEEMED с 
U 

| GOOD NATURED, MY MRO ER'S AND THIS WOMAN-- 
d b YEE'S EXECUTIVE 
ASSISTANT, I 
ASSUMED-- 
ESCHEWED OUR 
KI REQUISITE 


THIS IS A 
PRIVATE 
PARTY! 


ENJOY га ' 
YOUR EVENING, IT SEEMED LIKELY SHE 


CHING. WAS ONE THAT I NEEDED 
= TO BE WARY OF. BUT WAS 


HEY! STOP! 
OR WE'LL BE 
FORCED TO 









WITH THE GUNMAN LESS 
THAN TEN FEET FROM 
MY EMPLOYER, THERE 
WAS NO TIME TO THINK. 


F 
FORTUNATELY I 

Ёл, POSSESSED MISTER 

| CHING'S GIFTS. 

L 





YOU WERE 
ONE SECOND 
AWAY FROM 
JOINING HIM. 


TH-THANK 
YOU... 


I DIDN'T 


IJUST 
DO IT FOR YOU 
COR YOUR DIDN'T WANT MY 


“|| EMPLOYER TO BE KILLED 
EMPLOYER. / || BECAUSE OF YOUR 
STUPIDITY. 


PICK UP 
YOUR SWORD, 
IRIS! 


DON'T 
EMBARRASS 
ME ANY 

FURTHER. 





1 









AFTER A MOST DISCOMFITINGLY SILENT 
SEVENTY-FIVE MINUTE RIDE WHERE MY 
EMPLOYER ONLY DRANK WHISKEY AND 
ANGRILY STARED OUT THE WINDOW, WE 
ARRIVED AT THE SHANGHAI SKYSCRAPER 
THAT WAS ONE OF HIS HOMES... 





f Lj 433447 | AT FIRST I THOUGHT THE 
5. DARKNESS WAS JUST THERE 





-..BUT A LACK 
OF POWER WAS 
THE CULPRIT. 


IRIS, GO 
DOWNSTAIRS 
AND TELL THE FRONT 
DESK THAT I WILL 
NOT STAND FOR 
THESE IRRITATIONS, 
STORM OR NO. 


YES, 
SIR... 


JUST ONE 
MOMENT... 


KEEP UR 


YO 
LOOKING АТ POWER WAS 
THE WINDOW, ~ CUT. 


WHAT 
ARE YOU 
TALKING 

AB-- 
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DO YOU 
THINK YOU'LL 
FARE BETTER 

THIS TIME? 


HELLO 
AGAIN, LITTLE 
FLOWER. 


PLEASURE, 
GIRL! 


DON'T 
WORRY. TLL 
MAKE THIS 
PAINL-- 





eese ше:‏ زي 


| AGAIN SHE RUSHES ME. THINKING 
_ IAM ILL-EQUIPPED TO USE MY WEAPON. 








DID 
YOU LEARN 
NOTHING, 

LITTLE 
FLOWER? 


ως WISH WE HAD ΜΕΤ UNDER 
1 DIFFERENT CIRCUMSTANCES. 


++. BECAUSE I AM 
SURE YOU WOULD 
| HAVE À LOT TO 
| TELL ME ABOUT 
MY EMPLOYER... 
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នន TWO 
"PAIN:DROPS* 









OF A WORLD-CLASS EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT IS 


F OR A BLACK MARKET PROFESSION, THE REPUTE 
ODDLY ONE OF NOTORIETY IN HUSHED TONES. 






I WILL NOT LIE-I ONCE BELIEVED THE 
PROPAGANDA, PARTICULARLY ABOUT 
MY OWN LORE, IN MY YOUNGER YEARS... 


SAY...I EXPECTED 


MORE. THEY 


SPEAK OF 
YOU AS A 


LEGEND. THEY ALSO 


LIKE TO GOSSIP LIKE 
A BUNCH OF TIRED OLD 
HOUSEWIVES...THEY CALL 
THEMSELVES EXECUTIVES, 
BUT ARE MERELY PAWNS IN A 
LARGER GAME THEY KNOW 


OH, YOU KNOW, 
WHISPERS IN THE AIR- 
SUCH AND SUCH. AN 
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT 

NEVER REVEALS 

HER SOURCES. 


NOTHING ABOUT, AND 
ONE THEY WILL SOON 
BE DROWNED IN. 


BESIDES, YOU OF 
ALL PEOPLE SHOULD 
KNOW NOT TO LISTEN TO 
WHISPERS. YOU AND I... 
WE BOTH SHARE A 
HIGHER PURPOSE. 


IF THAT WERE 
TRUE WE WOULD NOT 
BE HERE ON THIS BRIDGE 
RIGHT NOW. YOU KNOW 
WHAT YOU'VE BEEN DOING ALL 
ALONG PLAYING ALL SIDES. I 
JUST WISH Z DID-IT WOULD 
SAVE BOTH OF US A 
LOT OF TIME. 













+++ SHE WAS 
CERTAINLY 
DIFFERENT. 


TWO BEFORE 
--AND YOU'VE hi SUNRISE AND 
ALREADY DONE YOUR a PW ANOTHER JUST 
SWEEPS?* | LA - а у S NOW. THE HOTEL 
å ва : IS SECURE, 
MR. KARIM. 


I KNOW YOU MUST 
THINK ME OVERCAUTIOUS, 
THALIA, BUT AFTER THE PAST 
FEW WEEKS WE WILL SPARE 


AS Ма ΗΝ ` ы. ΝΟ EXPENSE ON SECURITY, 
МОХЭ у ~ سا‎ 17 ND NOT AFTER JAKARTA. 
YOU —— = % < 


WILL NOT BE ж 
HARMED, SIR, AS ; Xiea 
LONG AS I DRAW | 


BREATH ABOVE 
GROUND. 





I ADMIT, I WAS INDEED 
MUCH MORE BRASH I WAS 50 CONFIDENT 
BACK THEN, AS WELL. THAT MOST TIMES I " 

лит HID IN PLAIN SIGHT. I DIDN'T REALIZE AT THAT 
ў POINT HOW FAR МУ 


REPUTATION HAD SPREAD. 


| I SHOULD HAVE 
| PROCEEDED WITH | 
MORE CAUTION. 1 


-. 


I ADMIT SURVEILLANCE | 
WAS NOT MY STRONG 
SUIT BACK THEN, AND 
A HOTEL POSES A 
NUMBER OF — | 
DISADVANTAGES FOR , А r 

; e GUESSWORK IS THE BANE TO ANY 
SANO “ο ау EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT'S LIVELIHOOD. | 
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FORTUNATELY, THE MARKS 

IN MY INDUSTRY TEND TO BE 

MEN OF EXQUISITE TASTES. 

THE HOTEL CONTAINED FOUR 

VIP-LEVEL EXECUTIVE SUITES... $ 
л 


= Г] 





FINDING THE ROOM WAS EASY. 
YET, THERE WAS STILL ONE 


THALIA, HOWEVER SHE WAS 
NO EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT. 


I INTENDED TO 
BE HIS CLUE. 








MY EMPLOYER, MR. CHING, INFORMED 
ME OF HER OFFER TO THE HIGHEST 
BIDDER ON MR. KARIM'S HEAD. SHE 
WAS IN EFFECT-A TRAITOR TO HER 
OWN MASTER...YET, HE HAD NO CLUE. 


` 
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|||: THE PROBLEM WAS- № 
HOW WOULD I GET 
TO HIM THROUGH 
| HER..AND THEM? 


AS I SAID BEFORE- | 


SUBTLETY WAS NOT 
MY BEST ASSET... 


bi — ΠΠ, 











--DO NOT PLAY 
GAMES WITH ME. YOU 
ARE CHING'S EXECUTIVE 


FI 

р WELL THAT DID 

| NOT WORK. TIME 
` FOR PLAN В. 











A FIVE STAR RESTAURANT MAKES 
|| FOR A PERFECT SETTING OF 









| IJUST NEEDED TO GET | 
| CLOSE ENOUGH TO WARN | 
|... HIM BUT, AT THA NT-- Ἡ 


шиг: 














| [ UNLIKE MY SURVEILLANCE, MY ACUTE 
| FIGHTING SKILLS AT THAT POINT WERE 
| IPARALLELED-ESPECIALLY TO THE 






SHE HAS 
COME HERE TO WARN 
YOU THAT I AM A TRAITOR. THAT 


IAM = х E 
NOT HERE ТО ٢ : : 

Å HARM YOU. i 
MY EMPLOYER, | 


Ml EEE maa 
= + —— l | få 
| —I JUST NEEDED TO | . Z у THEY ALLEGEDLY HAVE EVIDENCE 
:| REASON WITH HIM. B < 2 OF ΜΥ DUPLICITY 
ESS à AGAINST YOU. YET, SHE 
n AK | Ху НА$ МО СШЕ 
М (10 š 7 AS ТО WHO 1 
= PLEASE-JUST : f REALLY AM. 
201 ALLOW ME A У ји 
MOMENT TO Å ( Ж 229 
ээн SS о МА === 
р D NAY š : с GE 


YOU THINK I WOULD TRUST 
CHING OVER MY OWN 
ШІ EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT? THE 
OLD MAN PLAYS EVERY SIDE- 
WE ALL KNOW IT. THALIA, 
WHY DON'T YOU SHOW 
HER WHERE YOUR 
ч LOYALTIES LIE. 


DO 
YOURSELF 
A FAVOR, 

IRIS- 





JIT 
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A PHRASE INVARIABLY 
AND ALWAYS RESULTING 
IN THE RECIPIENT 
IGNORING SAID ORDER. 


1 I COULD NOT RETURN ТО 
MR. CHING WITHOUT 
RESULTS. KARIM'S DEATH 
WAS UNFORTUNATE BUT 
I FELT I COULD STILL 

I SALVAGE THE SITUATION... 


|| THE TIME 

| FOR WORDS 
. HAD ENDED. 
a 





YOU MURDERED YOUR EMPLOYER- 

WHO EVERY EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT ..WE COULD 
SWEARS AN OATH TO UNTIL DEATH- : CHANGE THE 
AND YOU SPEAK TO ME ABOUT 3 . WORLD. 

A HIGHER PURPOSE? 


AND I 
AM THE NAiVE 
ONE? 
YOU ASSISTANTS 
AND YOUR MASTERS. 
WHAT IS IT WITH YOU ALL? 
IT IS LIKE YOU ARE МАМЕ 
TO THE TRUTH ALL 
AROUND YOU. 


I SPEAK OF A HIGHER 
PURPOSE BEYOND MERE 
MATTERS OF COMMERCE, 
OR WEALTH. YOU AND I... 


THIS IS WHY I SAID DON'T FOLLOW. YOU ARE 
INDEED A SPIRITED WARRIOR AND FAITHFUL 
SERVANT, BUT THE SAME CANNOT BE 
SAID OF YOUR MASTERS. 


IN MY MISSION. YOU 
MAY NEED THOSE 
WEAPONS, BUT 
I DO NOT. 


THIS WILL 
NOT END WELL 
FOR YOU. 


YOU ARE 
IN HINDSIGHT, I LEARNED THAT NOT THE FIRST 
ONE SHOULD NEVER ABANDON ONE TO UTTER SUCH 
THEIR ADVANTAGE IN FAVOR OF A / THREATS TO ME 
BOOST TO ONE'S SELF-ESTEEM. / BEFORE. 
— 4 РЕВНАР5 


/ IT IS YOU THAT 
å SHOULD CONSIDER 
ALSO, GOLD DAGGERS ARE f 


/ THE FINALITY OF 
QUITE COSTLY TO REPLACE. Å YOUR ACTIONS. 
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X 
YOU DO 
| FIGHT IRIS-LET 
Š 1. 





IAM 
SORRY. I TRIE 
TO WARN YOU, 


BUT YOU WILL 
LEARN SOON 
) ENOUGH... 





YOU ARE YOUNG, 
Й AND FAILURE WILL HELP 
YOU GROW. LEARN TO 
ACCEPT IT AND YOU 
WILL THRIVE. 


ONE DAY YOU WILL Ν 
DISCOVER WHAT I MEANT V 
BY A HIGHER PURPOSE. 
YOU WILL BE NEEDED FOR A 
| GREATER CALLING...SO TAKE 
CARE OF YOURSELF, IRIS. 










OH, WHAT 
THE HELL. IF 
SHE CAN-- 






згу 
і І EXPECTED МУ SUDDEN А 
‹ DEATH, BUT NOT THE WATER. | 
Ч f 


с M) 

my 

j YET, WHAT I SAW 7 

Ë NEXT I TRULY DID 7 
NOT SEE COMING... 7 









OR RATHER | 
GOING. 


I COULD 
у NOT BELIEVE 
MY EYES. 


j AT THE TIME I HAD A 
HARD TIME BELIEVING 
WHAT I WAS SEEING, 
HOWEVER NOW I KNOW 
SHE WAS ONE OF THEM... 












ENEMIES: omona. r 


OBEDIENT. EFFICIENT. DEADLY—YET, THESE TRAITS ARE NOT INHERENT 

IN AN EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT UPON GRADUATION. THEY ARE CULTIVATED 

BY EXPERIENCE, ACTION—AND BLOOD. THESE TALES REPRESENT THE EARLY 

CHALLENGES EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT IRIS FACED EARLY IN HER CAREER. 

HOWEVER, SHE IS NOT ALONE IN HER DEADLY EXPERIENCES. STAY TUNED 
FOR MORE EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT CASE FILES TO COME... 
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